CHAPTER XIII.

KEMAL PASHA-ZADE.

The annals of Ottoman scholarship bear few more illustrious
names than that of Kemal-Pasha-zade. This distinguished man
of letters did not, it is true, attain the full measure of his
fame and prosperity till after the accession of Suleyman I,
but as the greater part of his life was spent in the service
of Sultans Bayezid and Seh'm, it will perhaps be best to
consider his career and work in this place.

The personal name of this writer was Ahmed, but from
his own time onwards he has been almost universally known
by the patronymic Kemal-Pasha-zdde 1 or Kemal-Pasha-son,
the word 'son' being taken here, as in so many similar
cases, in the wider sense of 'descendant.' Latifi says that he
was born at Toqat in Asiatic Turkey, and grew up at
Adrianople; but Sehf and Tash-kopri-zade describe him as
'of Adrianople', as though he had been a native of that
city.2 He came of a military stock; his grandfather Kemal
Pasha, from whom the family took its name, having been
one of the Conqueror's generals, while his father, Suleyman,

1 Sometimes the patronymic appeals in the Tuikish form Kemdl-Pasha-oghli,
sometimes in the Arabic Ibn-Kemal; but the Persian Kemal-Pasha-zade is by
far the most usual.

a There was evidently some confusion on the point. Riyazi says he was
born at Demitoka, a town which is near Adrianople, and which, through the
somewhat similar sound of the name, might possibly be confounded with Toqat.